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SUBJECT: IRAQI AND LIBYAN ACTIVITY IN FEDIYEEN MOVEMENT 

SUMMARY: WELL INFORMED EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST TOLD 
EMBOFF AT BAGHDAD, NOT TRIPOLN IS MAKING SERIOUS 
TROUBLE FOR PALESTINIAN MODERATES LED BY ARAFAT, 

BUT THAT VISIT OF BAATH FOUNDER AFLAQ TO IRAQ 
PROVIDES STRAW OF HOPE THAT IRAQIS CAN BE BROUGHT 
TO LISTEN TO REASON. END SUMMARY 

1. IN JUNE 22 DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFF ON DEGREE OF 
IRIFAT'S CONTROL OF PLO, AHRAM ED-IN-CHIEF AHMAD 
BAH AL-DIN TOLD EMBOFF THAT LIBYANS HAVE DEFINITELY 
INFORMED ARAFAT THEY DO NOT OPPOSE PALESTINIAN 
PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA. QADDHAFI, HE ADDED, IS A 
"STRANGE MAN", AND MAY WELL BELIEVE GENEVA MONFERENCE 
WILL NEVER BE CONVENED. IN ANY CASE, GOL IS NOT 
AT PRESENT ENGAGED IN SERIOUS DISRUPTIVE ACTIVITIES 
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IS BAGHDAD. 

2. BAHA SAID MICHEL AFLAQ'S CURRENT VISIT TO BAGHDAD 
MAY HAME IMPORTANT EFGECT ON SADDAM HUSAIN. ALTHOUGH 
A HARD LINER ON PALESTINE, AFLAQ'S RULING PASSION 
REMAINS ARAB UNITY. THOUGH DEVOID OF ANY POWER EXCEPT 
MORAL POSITION AS BAATHI FATHER FIGURE, HE WOULD 
PRESUMABLY NOT HAVE AGREED AT LAST TO MAKE TRIP 
UNLESS CONVINCED HE HAS CHANCE TO DRAW IRAQI BATTHIS 
INTO MORE CONSTRUCTIVE, COOPERATIVE FRAME OF MIND 
WITHIN ARAB CONTEXT. 

3. AN OLD FRIEND OF BOTH SADDAM AND AFLAQ, 

BAHA STRESSED THAT SADDAM'S TYPICALLY IRAQI COMPLEX 
THAT GOI IS DELIBERATELY CUT OUT OF SUCH ARAB PLANNING 
AS THERE MAY BE CONTAINS CONSIDERABLE TRUTH AS FAR 
AS GOE NEGLECT IS CONCERNED. FOR EXAMPLE, SAYYID 
MARITS MISSION OF EXPLANATION TO ARAB COUNTRIES 
AFTER OCTOBER WAR INCLUDED DOHA, BUT NOT BAGHDAD, 

AND WHEN IRAQI DEL ARRIVED IN CAIRO FOR BRIEFING, 

SADAT REFUSED TO RECEIVE IT. BAHA SAID HE HAS ASKED 
SADAT TO MAKE EFFORT WITH BAGHDAD, NOT ONLY TO PROMOTE 
ARAB SOLIDARITY, BUT TO GET HANDLE ON IRAQI OIL 
WEALTH. SADAT, HOWEVER, HAS GIVEN NO INDICATION OF 
READINESS TO TAKE CONCILIATORY INITIATIVE. 

4. COMMENT: BAHA IS EXPERT ON IRAQ AND MAINTAINS 
CLOSE CONTACTS WITH PALESTINIAN LEADERS . HE WAS 
VERY SURE THAT TRIPOLI IS NOT MAKING TROUBLE FOR IRAFAT, 
ADDING QADDHAFI IS STILL FOCUSSING ON MAKING 
TROUBLE FOR EGYPT. 
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